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Turkish leader renews criticism of Pope

Sep. 28 (CWNews.com) - Turkey's Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan has
renewed his criticism of Pope Benedict XVI (bio - news), who is
scheduled to visit Turkey in November.

In his speech to the university faculty of Regensburg, Erdogan said, the
Pope "spoke in a way that is not fitting even for us politicians." He said
that the Pontiff had insulted Mohammed, and "we could not tolerate
this."

The Turkish premier complained that Pope Benedict still has not
apologized for his speech, saying that public statements released by
the Vatican and by the Pontiff himself have been "maneuvers" to avoid
direct responsibility. He predicted that when the Pontiff travels to
Turkey in November, President Ahmet Necdet Sezer will "say the
necessary things" to rebuke him.
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